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Lions Robotics places second in FIRST
Tech Challenge

Leaving a
legacy

Will Kaine - SAES News

Thomas Flecker - Sports

The St. Andrew’s robotics team has competed in
two tournaments this season in an effort to qualify for
state competition. The season started in Annapolis at
the United States Naval Academy, where St. Andrew’s
quickly took the lead in the tournament’s qualifier
rounds. Hoping for a repeat of the team’s first season
success, the Lions advanced to the final round in a
tie-breaking, winner-takes-all match. Due to a technical
malfunction with the allied team’s robot, the Lions took
a close second place.
At the second Maryland qualifier St. Andrews faced
off against 60 other teams. With a rough start, the team
lost their first two qualifying matches, but managed to
pull their performance back up and managed to win
the following three. Again, the Lions progressed to the
finals but were defeated in a close match, with a final
score of 175 points to 165.
“Our performance has been really solid and honestly
better than what I expected.” said team Captain Ashley

The St. Andrews boys lacrosse
team will be graduating many great
seniors next year. Come the 2020
season in Potomac, Maryland, the
team will be without many of its best
players, including multiple Division
I players. Despite these changes,
the team is elated for the upcoming
season. They show promise to be
an elite program and to be the favored MAC Champions. However,
the question is, how will the team
respond next year to the loss of
many of their great senior leaders?
Colin McDermott is a junior captain
for St. Andrews- he plays a big role
on the team and is one tough competitor.

Photograph by Will Kaine ‘22

Team Programmer Jake Lee prepares for competition at the U.S.
Naval Academy

Cheung. Ashley feels that the team’s main challenge
is in perfecting the Autonomous period, in which the
robot follows a program to accomplish several tasks,
Jump to 2
such as scanning and moving a certain
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Divisions come together
for Intermediate School
move
Abigail Gaughan - SAES News
The second trimester has brought
guests in the form of the Intermediate School (made of grades 3
through 5) to the main building of
St. Andrew’s Episcopal School
while their new building is being
built. Due to teamwork, planning,
and some luck, this transition has
gone surprisingly well. New shoes
click down hallways, voices chatter
in classrooms, and backpacks get
hung on hooks, but, overall, these
changes were quickly adapted to by
the students and faculty. Normally,

the main building only contains the
Upper School (high school) and
Middle School (grades 6 through 8),
but fortunately there is just enough
space for everyone to teach, learn,
and grow.
Because the Intermediate School
has moved into an already bustling building, basement classrooms have been repurposed, and
classes have been shuffled. The
MS chapel and lower level of the
library now function as classrooms
for the young students. To accommodate, some Middle and Upper
school classes have
Jump to 2

Photograph by James Masciuch, Director of Technology

The Intermediate School students hug their old building to say goodbye before
construction begins

been moved to different rooms. For
example, Mrs. Graham’s classes,
which during the first trimester took
place in room 218, have been relocated in the Bies Conference Room
in the Student Center.

As mentioned before, this transition has gone quite well. There have
been no major incidents regarding
cross-school interaction, and, aside
from the occasional classroom
mix-up, classes
Jump to 2

The thing we love most will be our downfall
Adrienne Ahmad - Opinion
Today, cell phones are a huge part of all of
our lives. Though, we rarely think of the negative
effects it has on the brain and on the quality of
education.
At St. Andrews, a new phone policy has been
implemented. During school hours, students are
only allowed to use phones in the Student Center. This policy was put into place by the school

administrators based on scientific research that
indicated cell phone use during the school day
was detrimental to learning. This new policy will
be beneficial to all the students going forward.
The most important reason to support this
phone policy is that it will help promote effective
study habits which lead to better grades. Two researchers from Rutgers University conducted a
study that showed that students who are allowed
to use their phones during class got an average

of half a letter lower than the class that wasn’t
allowed to use cell phones. Cell phones can also
be a tool for cheating. Texting and photos are a
convenient, direct way of getting materials that
can be used for cheating on tests or giving aid
prior.
The policy also has an effect on the quality
of the product at hand. A study from Stanford
University “reveals that intense multitasking decreases the efficiency of comJump to 2
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Robotics
continued

Teaching for the future or the past?
Owen Whitman ’22 - Opinion
85% of the jobs that will exist in
2030 haven’t been invented yet.
Our school systems and parents
are educating kids for the past, not
the future.
Coding teaches kids to interact with the ever-changing world
around them; it also helps with
skills like creativity, focus, communication, resilience, and independence, which are not taught or
learned through the current school
system. Coding should be treated
Graph from University of California Irviine
as a second language in schools Tech jobs are growing but our schools are not currently up to the challenge.
and have all the opportunities as
The goal of the school is to pre- that aren’t available in any other
such. School systems should actively encourage paths for coding pare and teach kids the skills they job market. Some people feel that
and create opportunities for as- need to succeed; however, schools teaching kids to code will kill the joy
piring programmers. Program- aren’t preparing kids for the future. for future developers who can lose
ming can improve performance in There is a massive difference be- interest in coding. This argument
school - especially in math; coding tween the need for programmers may seem plausable, but many
has been proven to help younger and the amount there are. Be- kids aren’t introduced to coding
kids visualize abstract problems cause of that, programmers have until high school, where they finally
and hone complex problem-solv- some of the highest salaries out have the opportunity to code, but
ing skills required in higher levels of all professions, and the work- they will not take the chance beplaces create benefits for working cause they don’t
of math.
Jump to 5

Consent

Should the school get consent
before posting student pictures online?
Shannon O’Grady ‘22 - Opinion
St. Andrew’s Episcopal School
has free reign to publish photographs of students on their website and in printed material without
the families consent. The schools
handbook states, “St. Andrew’s
Episcopal School retains the right
to use photographs and videos
picturing its current or former students, their artwork, their families,
or the school’s visitors and guests
-- from any school event, class

assignment or activity -- in the
publications, promotions, DVDs,
videos, and website pages.” I was
not aware of this photography
policy before thoroughly reading
through the student handbook. It
is not well advertised in the school
community; therefore, students
may not realize that their faces
and artwork are being publicized
on the school’s website.
While it is understandable why
the school wants to post photographs on their website to better
communicate the school’s values
and beliefs, the school should inform or notify the students before
they post photos of them online.
St. Andrew’s is broadcasting their
students online, violating their privacy by posting
Jump to 3

cube in the arena.
These competitions are organized by the FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science
and Technology) Tech Challenge
organization. FIRST organizes
competitions for students to program and design robots according to the challenge designed for
that year’s competitions. Judges
pick award winners based on
robot design, ingenuity, originality, game performance, and other
factors.
At the Pennsylvania competition, the Lions took fourth place
after making it to the semi-finals.
In a wild card draw, the Lions
were chosen to participate in
the Maryland State Tournament.
Unfortunately, due to numerous
technical difficulties, the team
lost control of the robot in multiple qualifying matches and were
unable to resolve the issues until
it was too late.

Photograph from SAES Lower School

This is a candid shot of students at St. Andrews lower school campus. This is a security risk because many people can easily access this photo on the St. Andrews
website and can find more information about these children.

Leaving a legacy continued

Photograph by Eric Bickel, Parent

Stephen Bickel takes a shot against Landon School

A motto that Colin works by is that
event plus response equals outcome
(E+R=O). Regarding next season, Colin
states, “Like any team, we will be faced
with adversity. Losing last year in the
MAC championship game was tough.
However, as a team, we learned from it.
We know already the event that is ahead
of us. We also know the outcome we
expect, which is success. What will
get us there is our response, which is
what we can control. If the team puts
in maximum effort to get better as a
whole, I know we can do it.” Sophomore defenseman, Christopher Latchford, in an interview stated the following
regarding the obstacle ahead, “I think
with the leadership from the tremendous coaching staff and other leaders
within the team, we can overcome such
an event.” The core values of the team
are effort, passion, toughness, and selflessness. Coach Smith and Coach Fu-

trovsky often tell the team, “Nothing is
given to you in life.” You have to earn
it, and the most successful ways to win
are to give everything you have, love the
game and everything about it, be tough,
and always put the team before yourself. Even with the loss of many skillful
players, the team will overcome anything in their way. Key seniors that will
be leaving include Chase Noah, Steven
Bickel, Tony Diallo, and Ethan Opdahl.
Chase and Steven play huge roles in
the offense as attackmen, and Tony and
Ethan are both great defenders. Chase
will be playing for Albany, one of the top
programs in the country. Stephen will
be playing for the Bellarmine Knights.
Ethan will be attending Bucknell, and
Tony will be playing for UMBC, who gave
Albany their only regular season loss in
a huge upset. The team is disappointed
they will be leaving, so they are going to
make the most of this season.
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Breaking
down
barriers
Anonymous - Opinion
Our school stresses the need for
diversity and equality in all things
from academics and clubs to
sports, but even with administrators emphasizing this, we see girls’
sports teams being undermined.
Our priorities need to be re-evaluated; focusing on creating a balance between our sports teams is
essential. A lot of funding goes to
the boys’ lacrosse and basketball
teams, and our girls’ sports are left
in the shadows.
We have seen this inequality
throughout universities and schools
throughout our nation. With the Title
IX law in place, universities give the
same amount of money to the girls
and boys. What people don’t know
is that universities also actively
ask for sponsorships for the boys’
teams so that they end up with a far
more substantial amount of money.
Many studies have found that girls
and boys play sports at similar
rates, so why is this not reflected
in scholarships? Girls scholarships
are similarly competitive so girls
end up competing for scholarships
as much as boys.
With the #MeToo movement and
sexual assault claims coming out,
2018 has been marked as the year
for women. While our nation falls
slowly, women are rising from the
ashes and taking lead. It is time
to empower young women in this
school, and athletics are a good
place to start. The girls’ varsity
teams talks about how the boys’
JV teams gets more fans at their
games than they do. Is that the
kind of reputation we want for our
school? When a boys’ team has an
away game, students are encouraged to go on a bus to the away
game rather than stay and support
our fellow girls. We can do better
as a school that emphasizes the
importance of community and diversity. If we keep subtly devaluing
women in our community, we will
start believing it. However, If we direct our funds and advertisement so
that we keep the spotlight on both
girls’ and boys’ teams, we would be
able inspire and support the young
women in our school.
As the year continues on, our
school has been working towards
making girls feel a big part of our
sports community. While we have
a long way to go, we are also taking big steps in the way we function
as a community. Many girls in our
community were upset in the first
trimester about games not being
announced and a number of other
problems; however, I haven’t heard
a complaint since December. As
long as we continue the conversation, we can grow together and
work to solve our problems.
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America and our guns:

A student’s perspective on why we need gun control
Ishan Agrawal’22 - Opinion
Although the U.S. has only 5% of
the world’s population, it has nearly
50% of the world’s civilian-owned
guns. In most situations, owning
a gun increases your chances of
being shot either by yourself or
somebody else instead of protecting yourself against crime. This is
what most people think will
happen. The gun control
crisis has been going on far
too long. I believe that there
should be more gun control
in America for three reasons.
The first reason is that more
than two-thirds of firearm
deaths in the U.S. are from
suicide. While people say
that they are protecting their
family and staying safe, they
are really just putting themselves and their families in
more danger. If there were
more restrictions on guns,
there would be fewer deaths
and, equally important, fewer
suicides. The second reason
that there should be more
gun control is to end the frequent mass shootings. In
2018, there have been more
than 300 mass shootings in
America. Some of the shooters were in fact mentally unstable. So, how did these
mentally unstable shooters
get a hold of something that causes
so much damage? In America, buying guns is as simple as going to
a store. If a gun shop won’t sell it
to them, shooters could get their
weapons from a family member

in their houses. If access to guns
were limited, there would be fewer
mass shootings. The final reason
to limit guns is to try to decrease
domestic violence. Studies show
that the people who have a gun in
their houses are more likely to accidentally or intentionally injure/kill a
family member instead of using it for

that power. The power is often a
gun. According to Everytown For
Gun Safety, “When it comes to gun
violence against women, the United
States is the most dangerous country in the developed world.” If there
were more regulation on the possession of guns, there would be
less violence. Some people may
argue that the second amendment protects the right to carry
a gun. It states, “A well regulated Militia, being necessary
to the security of a free State,
the right of the people to keep
and bear Arms, shall not be
infringed.” Even though this
is written in the Constitution,
it is not always okay to bear
arms. I doubt that the founding fathers thought that people
would be shooting up schools
when they were writing the
second amendment. Another
reason people claim the right
to carry guns is the need to
protect themselves. However,
home invasions are pretty
rare. When people have guns
in their homes, weapons can
be used by family members
more often than as a weapon
to defend themselves against
others. I think that stricter gun
Photograph from the Brady Campaign
control laws should be implemented. In conclusion, to
date in 2018, there have been
what they claim they are doing: pro- 53,652 reported shootings in the
tecting their family against crime. U.S. Of that number, 13,740 peoWhen people talk about domestic ple have died, 26,581 have been
abuse against women, it is usually a injured, and 329 were mass shootman who has power over a woman, ings. How many more people have
and in most cases, the men abuse to die before we change?

School photo consent continued
online or on paper without notifi- events. Lastly, this photography should be able to decide if they
cation first. After hearing about this policy is not advertised within the want to be on the school’s website
policy, Dylan Luchsinger ‘22 said, school community.
and what photos go up.”
“it is an invasion of privacy.” Since
One student didn’t even realBy posting candid shots of stuthe website is public, an array of dif- ize that there was a photography dents at St. Andrews online, the
ferent people can access the web- policy or that her photo could be school is able to express and comsite and find the names and pictures taken. Hannah Newman ‘22 says, municate the daily life of students at
of certain students. This can lead “I think they should be more open St. Andrews to prospective families.
to many security vulnerabilities
It can help others understand
“Student
government
representaand can leave students feeling
the school’s values, beliefs, and
unsafe and alarmed. Not only tives should make a reminder at the what their community is based
is it an invasion of privacy and
on. However, this violates stubeginning of the year”
a security risk to post photos
dents and their families privacy.
of children online, but it is also
Students should be able to
disrespectful. Many would request about the photography policy. They thrive in a community where they
not to be photographed while they should inform their students that know that they don’t have to be
are trying to focus on academics photos of them and their work could perfect for a camera. They should
because it can break their concen- be posted on the school’s website. be able to make mistakes without
tration.
I believe that student government worrying that they were caught on
Furthermore, it could make them representatives should make a re- camera. St. Andrew’s should still
wonder where the photo is going to minder at the beginning of the year be able to post photos of their stuappear or wonder if they look good about the photography policy. I also dents; though, they should get the
in the photo. Also, students might believe that the school community student and their parents’ permisnot want their photographs taken should ask permission before they sion before they take photos and
while they are trying to enjoy quality take photos of students or post pho- publicize them.
time with their friends during school tos of students online. The students

Upper School Talent Show
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Students show off at
the U.S. Talent Show
Jonas Blum ‘22 - SAES News
Whew! That talent show was a
blast. The Upper School Talent
Show has concluded and crowned
a winner, Gigi Wallace ‘22. With
eight acts in total, Thursday, April
4th’s competition was quite the
show.
The competition opened with
Kaivan Brown ‘21 rocking the
stage with an amazing solo performance on the bass guitar. Unlike
your average player, Kaivan made
sure to use as much of the stage as
possible, slowly strutting left and
right. The audience was wowed
by his intense performance (along
with a pre-recorded beat). Kaivan
rocked!
That amazing act was quickly
followed by another mind-bending
feat. Kyle Boozer ‘21 showed off
his impressive fast talking skills by
auctioning off pieces of candy at
rapid speed. This act, while short,
was most definitely the sweetest
part of the show. The auction yielded four winners, one from each
grade: Ryan Lee ‘22, Cameron
Behram ‘21, Peter Bronson ‘20,
and Katie Olin ‘19. The act’s nonsensical humor was great, paired
with Kyle’s amazing talent.
Next up was the main event! Gigi
Wallace ‘22 demonstrated impressive skill using Poi, glowing orbs
on a string named after the style
of dance that incorporates them.
As Gigi would swing them around
they created geometric shapes of
light around her. Performing flawlessly, Gigi never let them hit anything around her and the theatrics
looked completely perfect. It was a
bright experience no one will ever
forget!
Following that act would be a
challenge. Luckily, we were treat-

ed to a heartfelt rendition of Say
You Won’t Let Go by James
Arthur. The singers, Yulia Molina
‘22 and David Stevenson ‘22, hit
every note perfectly, leaving the
audience blown away. The timing
was on-point for this cover to tug
at the heartstrings. Yulia and David
were amazing!
From a heartfelt plea to stay
together, to a Russian love song.
Steve Zhou ‘20 played the accordian. This fast paced and, at times,
goofy song entertained everyone
(who enjoys the sound of accordion. Personally, I’m indifferent
to it). It is an extremely difficult
instrument to play and Steve blew
us all away!
Next up was my personal favorite
act of the show. Wyatt Murphy ‘20
and Mr. Ritchie Porter, in a pre-recorded clip, dazzled the crowd with
juggling. While only a basic juggle
of three balls, the hat-switching
made the show. The hat was also
hilarious when it shows off the
height distinction between the two
presenters. The juggling was just
as impressive as the presentation.
Bravo!
The final act of the show also was
a musical display by Stefen Rincon
‘21, Michaela James-Thrower ‘20,
and Brittany Robinson ‘19, who
sang a trilogy of songs relating to
the push and shoves of relationships, all coming together at the
end. They bravely sang without
a background track and nailed it.
Congratulations!

Photograph by Penny Wang ‘20

Stefen Rincon ‘21, Michaela James-Thrower ‘20 and Brittany Robinson ‘19 move the crowd with their
heartfelt renditions.

Photograph by Penny Wang ‘20

Gigi Wallace ‘22 demonstrates her impressive skill using Poi.

Photograph by Penny Wang ‘20

Kaivan Brown ‘21 shows off his bass-playing talent.

Photograph by Penny Wang ‘20

Kyle Boozer ‘21 throws a piece of candy into the crowd.
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Teaching
Continued
know anything about it. Showing
kids how to code at a young age
will still foster that same amount of
joy and drive because it will give us
a chance for them to nurture the
joy. If they would like to continue
to code, the school should actively
support them instead of cutting
them off from something they love.
Usually, a lack of help and available
resources in school are the cause
of this kind of problem. Our Lower
School does a great job introducing
kids to coding; however, in Middle
School, there is nothing being offered or no introduction to coding at
all. We need to educate and create
age-appropriate opportunities for
kids at all grades to create and give
them options if they would like to
pursue coding further. If we do not,
we break the promise we make with
students and are not following our
mission to know and inspire each
child.

Spring 2019

IS Transfer Continued
have been running relatively
smoothly. When asked about the
Intermediate School’s presence,
Oliver Bush, a freshman, answered
with, “I’ve only seen them on the
way to math and jazz [band].” He
also said that, aside from math,
the intermediate school transition
“hasn’t affected [him] in any way
because none of [his] classes are
on the lower floor, where they are.”
According to Mrs. Kynoch, a 3rd

grade teacher, “The move into
the Upper School went surprisingly well. I was anticipating more
upset from the students, but they
have risen to the occasion and for
the most part, handled the move
well. Since we have been here for
a few weeks, we are starting to
see more upset from the students
and some breaking of the rules.”
Hopefully, these upsets will remain
few in number, as right now things

seem to be moving smoothly.
The new building that will hold
what is now known as the Intermediate School and the Lower
School will be located on St. Andrew’s Postoak Campus. The
building will contain 31,000 square
feet of space, and it will open in
the September of 2019.

We are recruiting writers and photographers for the 2019-2020
school year! We are looking for talented individuals who can:

Downfall
Continued
completing a given task.” Texting
someone while writing an essay
won’t do any good. It is better to
turn it off and focus on the task at
hand.
Some people might wonder about
emergencies and using the phones
to contact parents; however, having
parents worried will limit the personnel’s ability to control the situation.
“Cell phone systems are prone to
overload during a real crisis. This
has been proven during disasters
like the World Trade Center attacks
and the Columbine shootings.” This
policy, as bothersome as it may be
to fellow students, it is important for
our mental health and the quality of
our education.

• Write updates on sports teams and clubs
• Inform the school on the happenings at SGA meetings
• Notify students of upcoming events
• Alert readers to impactful national and regional news
• Shoot photographs of games and events
• Write cartoons and take community polls

If you are interested in joining contact Mr. Ferrante:
pferrante@saes.org

The shocking history of the panini press
Charlie Fernau ‘22 - SAES News

I

t could have happened to anyone, but
it happened to Holden Sherman first. Only a
few months after the short-lived panini press
was added to the school cafeteria’s array of
food options, it was taken. Many people were
angered; the panini press was a relatively new
addition, and it was near to the hearts of many.
Not many people may know exactly how the
panini press disappeared. For some, it was
minor. For others, it was catastrophic.
“There was a metal side of the panini press,”
says Sherman, the freshman responsible, “and
a metal table.”

A cold sandwich is a sandwich without a soul;
the loss of the panini press could be likened
to ripping away scaffolding from a building,
crumbling instantly.
“I touched the table—”
Metal is an excellent conductor.
“—and the metal side at the same time—”
It’s a mistake anyone could have made.
“—and I shocked myself, on my left pinky.”
Holden had used it multiple times. The panini
press functioned well, a testament to its popularity. It would be strange to say that the contemporaneity between Holden and the panini

press was a thin barrier on the brink of collapse
because it was completely unintentional and
could have been prevented.
What killed the panini press was not a freshman. What killed the panini press was a fault
of our school only having one type of portable
tray: metal. Holden believes that in order to
prevent this kind of occurrence from happening again, his recommendation would be to get
a different table, preferably not metal.
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Lions Wrestling lacks room to wrestle in
Matías Heitner ‘22 - Opinion

The St. Andrew’s Co-Ed Wrestling team has to wrestle in the
multipurpose room, a space usually referred to as the “dance studio.” This room, which has a mirror
spanning one of the walls, is constantly being used for events, and
is generally not fitting for the team’s
needs.
In the three years the wrestling team has been in the space,
they have received complaint after
complaint about damages, even
after the team put up a gargantuan
mat on the wall to stop this exact
problem. For this reason, the wrestling team is calling for a new room,
dedicated to the sport.
The most important reason for the
wrestling team to have a dedicated

space is that the wrestlers can get
injured or hurt the room, since the
room has objects like a projector
on wheels, tables, chairs, a piano,
a massive mirror, and much more
in it at all times (at the very least).
Wrestlers can also fall off the mat
and hit their heads on the ground
because the mats are not fitted
to the room itself, a feature many
other schools have.
The mats are also a large problem, as they waste a substantial
amount of time of practice, especially when there is an event, and
they are stowed in the closet. As
one wrestler said, “Wrestling is
a sport where we need as much
practice as possible. Having to
spend so much time taking out
the mats and putting them away
doesn’t allow us to do that. They
are also very hard to fit into the

closet and leaving them out is not a
pretty sight, especially for visitors,”
explained one of the students on
the team.
Many times, wrestling must be
postponed or moved elsewhere
due to events being held in the
space. This is another reason for a
new, dedicated wrestling room because it will prevent conflicts for all
parties, including the dance team,
who will be able to rehearse in a
specialized room; guests, whose
events are in the multipurpose
room quite often; students, who
may have club meetings or middle
school chapels; and the wrestling
team, who will have less practices
interrupted. “The room can also act
as storage when wrestling does not
have practice,” says the wrestling
coach, Mr. Evans.
Not only that, but there are mul-

tiple soccer fields, two basketball
courts, and double the amount
of dance studios than wrestling
rooms. The school is also currently
making a new building, which could
have a room dedicated to the wrestlers.
Some people object that the
wrestling team is not big enough to
require its own, dedicated space,
but the Middle School team has
over fifteen kids and the Upper
School team represents every single grade.
The wrestling team needs a dedicated room to practice properly and
stay healthy. This is important so
that everyone can coexist without
impeding on each other’s space or
time and so that students can learn
and gain the most possible amount
from each and every practice.

An unpopular opinion on microtransactions
Dylan Luchsinger ‘22 - Opinion
Sorry gamers: loot boxes
and microtransactions are here to
stay. Over the last year, the gaming
community has had controversy
after controversy about the use of
microtransactions within video
games. A microtransaction is the
purchase of in-game items or currencies with real-world money. The
items purchased can be essential to
gameplay, or purely cosmetic. The
most explosive of these controversies was about EA’s Star Wars
Battlefront II. At launch, the game
had blatantly anti-consumer game
mechanics. Players saw the whole
game as a way to squeeze as much
money out of them as possible.
The backlash was almost immediate widened the rift between
gamers and developers. The controversy caused an insurgency in
players calling out games involving microtransactions. To add to
the problem, Fortnite proved that
free-to-play games only work with
microtransactions. Many more
factors contributed to the general
discontent with microtransactions;
but, the events above were central
in contributing to the controversies.
Nevertheless, microtransactions
have proven lucrative for companies; therefore, they will be a
fixture in games from now on, and
that may not be a bad thing.

Not all microtransactions
are inherently predatory. Despite
what many hardcore members of
the gaming community have said,
this is not the case. Microtransactions can be used effectively so
long as they do not affect a player’s
ability to perform well in the game.
In other words, a person who
spends $100 on microtransactions
and someone who spends nothing on microtransactions should
always be on a level playing field
within the game. This is mainly
executed with cosmetic-only microtransactions. As long as companies keep their microtransactions
from effecting gameplay, there is
no problem with those microtransactions being implemented into a
game.
Another way microtransactions can avoid disrupting
gameplay is to ensure that they are
purely additive to the game. Many
cosmetic-only microtransactions
have still managed to upset people
because the game was centered
around them. The original release
of Destiny 2 is a great example
of this. Microtransactions were
purely cosmetic and did not affect
gameplay directly; however, the
game felt as though it was built
around people buying these cosmetic items. The pay-only items in

in-game stores were visually more
interesting than their counterparts
that could be earned in-game. As
a result, many people felt that the
game forced them into purchasing
the microtransaction-based items.
Avoiding the centralization of
microtransactions is key to keeping
microtransactions non-intrusive
rather than destructive.
There is a major, often
overlooked benefit to the inclusion of microtransactions in video
games: keeping initial prices down.
Today, the average full-priced
video game is around $60, a price
which has stayed fairly consistent
over the last 20 years. The cost to
make a video game, however, has
only gone up. According to Kotaku, “...the cost to make a AAA
(triple-A) game is going up across
the board.” Game developers and
publishers need to cover these
costs somehow and, currently, they
do this with microtransactions.
However, without these sources
of income, companies would have
to raise the store prices of video
games. Microtransactions ultimately help to keep the price of video
games down as gamers demand
more and more of the video games
they play.
Opponents to microtransactions often say that any full-priced

game should include all content
without any paywall, cosmetic or
otherwise. While this would be
great in theory, companies still
need to answer to their shareholders along with the people who play
their games. As a result, they must
find ways to earn money. Microtransactions are a proven capable
of doing this efficiently. Therefore,
microtransactions will be a part of
the gaming landscape from now
on; and, it would be far more productive to have a conversation with
developers about what microtransactions are acceptable, rather than
begging companies to do something we know they will not.
I am a gamer, and it is
crucial that we must remember that
every game we buy is a vote about
how we want games to be handled
in the future. We must consider
how microtransactions are handled in a game just as carefully as
we consider the gameplay itself.
However, it is important to keep
in mind that these developers do
need to make money, so keeping
our demands reasonable is key for
microtransactions to become less
predatory. Microtransactions are
how things are now, and gamers
need to work with companies to
make them better for everyone.
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Crossword -- “Newspaper”

4x4

Penny Wang ‘20

1

2

Sudoku

3
4

5

6

7
8
9

10

11

12

13

14

Across
The main headline that
runs across the top of
the page.
4 The point in time when
something must be
completed.
5 An issue of the
newspaper.
7 Something shown to the
public to sell a product.
11 A person who produce
the photographs related
to the news.
12 A cartoon series in the
newspaper.
14 A writer using the same
space daily.
1

6x6
Down
Also known as chief editor,
is a publication's editorial
leader who has final
responsibility.
3 A column in the newspaper
where advice is given to
people who write in for it.
6 A news article containing
the editor's opinion.
8 Covers a beat, attends
events and talks to
sources.
9 A column in the newspaper
where reflects the author's
opinion about the subject.
10 A newspaper worker who
corrects or edits copy
written by a reporter and
writes headlines.
13 Title of an article.
2

Answers on the back page

ManeNews.com is getting revamped this spring!!
Stay tuned for new articles and a new site next fall!
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NEWSPAPER

Penny
W
Crossword
-- Answer
Key
1

2

3

B A N N E R
A
4
D
D E A D
I
V
5
T
E D I T I
O
C
7
A D V E R T I S E M E
9
10
I
O
C
C
11
N
P H O T O
I
P
L
12
C O M I C
N
Y
U
H
I
M
I
O
E
N
E
N
D
F
I
T
14
C O L U
R
Across
The main headline that
runs across the top of
the page.
4 The point in time when
something must be
completed.
5 An issue of the
newspaper.
7 Something shown to the
public to sell a product.
11 A person who produce
the photographs related
to the news.
12 A cartoon series in the
newspaper.
14 A writer using the same
space daily.
1

L I
O N

N E
6

E
D
N T
I
8
R
T
E
O
G R A P H E R
O
I
13
H
R
A
E
T
L
A
E
D
R
L
I
M N I S T
E

Down
Also known as chief editor,
is a publication's editorial
leader who has final
responsibility.
3 A column in the newspaper
where advice is given to
people who write in for it.
6 A news article containing
the editor's opinion.
8 Covers a beat, attends
events and talks to
sources.
9 A column in the newspaper
where reflects the author's
opinion about the subject.
10 A newspaper worker who
corrects or edits copy
written by a reporter and
writes headlines.
13 Title of an article.
2

